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W elcome to the first edition of the Wine & Viticulture 
Journal – a new name, a new look and a new direction 
for the Wine Industry Journal which now incorporates its 

sister publication, Australian Viticulture.
WVJ is the industry publication that will help you make better 

wine, grow better grapes and run a more successful business. 
With more than 40 years of publishing history in the Australian 
wine industry ranging from text books through to periodicals to the 
industry’s daily electronic newsletter, Winetitles has decided that 
now is the time that the Australian wine industry needs to revitalise 
itself through the application of new ideas and best practices. 

To help that happen, we’ve taken the best from our wine 
industry and viticulture journals and combined them with a new 
outlook that aims to bring you cutting edge ideas and insights 
into new technologies and processes. It will also deliver the latest 
business management and export advice and updates on changing 
consumer demands to help with everyday business decisions.

This is the publication for those in the Australian wine industry 
who want to make their mark locally and internationally by 
producing and marketing the highest value products they can 
achieve. WVJ is where you'll get the information you need to do the 
work that will earn you the respect of your peers. 

And all this will be complemented by regular regional overviews, 
industry profiles, varietal reports, updates on emerging varieties, 
thought-provoking opinion columns and national industry 
association commentaries. Published bi-monthly, WVJ will also 
include The United Grower, Wine Grape Growers Australia's regular 
newsletter, and feature highly-regarded contributing writers such 
as Tony Keys, of The Key Report, and viticulturists Dr Richard 
Smart, Tony Hoare and Toby Bekkers, and technical updates from 
The Australian Wine Research Institute, Departments of Primary 
Industries and universities.

We welcome your feedback on this issue, and on subjects you 
want covered. This is the industry's portal and WVJ  is keen to help 
the industry and our readers to once again become the leading 
practitioners in the world.
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Cover:  Cape Mentelle viticulturist Jim White with a beaker of water from the 
winery’s waste water treatment plant – a major factor in the winery 
winning the inaugural Best Sustainable Practices Award at the recent 
WA  Wine Industry Awards. See story page 83. Photo: Clive Slater.
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Sonya Logan, Editor

Wet and humid conditions have 
resulted in many growers battling 

downy mildew this season.
While it is too early to assess the full 
effect of the disease on the 2011 harvest, 
it is evident that many vineyards have 
experienced some degree of damage, 
although the extent varies greatly from 
vineyard to vineyard. 
To date, the impact of the disease has 
been greatest in warm inland areas due 
to its appearance there ahead of the 
coastal temperature regions. Furthermore, 
it appears control of the disease in 
contracted fruit appears to have been 
better managed than in uncontracted 
fruit - a clear indication that the cost of 
managing the disease is considerable 
and an outlay that those growers have 
difficulty justifying given the low returns in 
the industry.

Other factors inhibiting control of the 
disease have included the availability of 
chemicals, the washing of the chemicals 
from the vines through frequent rainfall, and 
strong canopy growth.
There were around 13,000ha of vines in 
which grapes were left unharvested last 
season. Depending on the state of these, it 
is possible that this unharvested fruit could 
act as a reserve for any lost tonnages.
Another factor will be the nature of the 
weather for the remainder of the season.  
If more rain occurs, then the disease 
pressure will not only be greater but it could 
accelerate through multiple infections. Most 
growers are expecting wet and humid 
conditions to continue in January. In contrast, 
forecasts by the Bureau of Meteorology 
suggest there is  a 60% chance or less of 
rainfall in south-east Australia exceeding the 
median for January to March. 
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Downy mildew  
wreaks devastation

As noted elsewhere in this newsletter, WGGA’s office 
is currently in the throes of finding a new office 
assistant. We regret any inconvenience caused to 
anyone who has contacted the office during this time, 
and your patience is appreciated while our new office 
assistant settles into the role. Your continued patience 
is sought. If you have trouble getting through please 
don't hesitate to send an email to info@wgga.com.au

Have you tried to call our office?
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