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New GWRDC directors appointed 
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and 

Forestry, Senator Joe Ludwig announced 
the appointment of GWRDC’s new board 
of directors on 1 September 2011. 

In announcing the new Board, Minister 
Ludwig said the new directors, along with 
those re-appointed for a second term, 
will ably support the GWRDC’s vision 
to develop the Australian wine sector 
through planning and funding collective 
research and development programs 
and then facilitating the dissemination, 
adoption and commercialisation of the 
results. 

The Hon. Rory  McEwen, a former 
member of the South Australian 
Parliament and former SA Minister for 
Agriculture, Food and Fisheries and 
Minister for Regional Development, will 
continue as chairman. 

 “McEwen offers the skills and 
experience necessary to achieve a 
competitive and sustainable Australian 
wine industry,” Minister Ludwig said.

The new Board is expected to oversee 
an increased focus on cross-sectoral 
research with high public benefits, more 
emphasis on performance evaluation and 
reporting, and better communication and 
expectation-setting with the Government.

“The corporation will continue to invest 
in research, development and extension 
from existing providers such as the 
CSIRO, state agencies, universities and 
the Australian Wine Research Institute, 
on behalf of the Australian wine industry.

“I look forward to the GWRDC continuing 
to drive productivity gains and innovation 
in wine research and development in 
collaboration and co-operation with Wine 
Australia.” 

The re-appointed directors are Dr 
Helen Garnett and Terry Hill, along with 
new directors Dr Michele Allan, Chris Day, 
Philip Laffer, Jan O’Connor and Anita 
Poddar. 

Finishing their term as directors are 
Jim Caddy (deputy chair), Dr Terry Lee, 
Mary Retallack, Andrew Kay and Dr Anne-

Maree Boland. 
“I would like to thank each of the previous 

board members for their leadership, their 
stewardship of the corporation and their 
diligence and hard work on behalf of the 
Australian wine sector,” Mr McEwen said. 

The board members bring a wide range 
of industry knowledge and skills to the 
GWRDC:

Dr Michele Allan – holds a Doctor 
of Business Administration (Advanced 
Strategy) from the Royal Melbourne 
Institute of Technology. Dr Allan was 
head of research and development 
for packaging company Amcor, which 
involved leading strategic research and 
development and IP management and 
implementation. 

Chris Day – is currently chief executive 
officer, Food and Beverage Australia 
Limited. His tertiary background is in law, 
economics, accounting, applied finance, 
international business and marketing.

Dr Helen Garnett – was first appointed 
to the corporation in September 2008. 
Dr Garnett is an independent director 
of several companies and a consultant, 
drawing on 16 years as chief executive of 
a federal government statutory authority 
and a university and 15 years of board 
experience. 

Terry Hill – was first appointed to the 
corporation in September 2008. Mr Hill 
is currently executive director, Irrigated 

Agriculture and Diversification in the 
Department of Agriculture and Food, 
Western Australia. 

Philip Laffer – has extensive experience 
in the wine industry in Australia. He 
holds qualifications in agriculture and 
winemaking (oenology) and has held 
various management and winemaker 
positions with companies including 
Orlando-Wyndham, Pernod-Ricard and 
Lindeman Holdings. 

Jan O’Connor – beginning as a teacher, 
Ms O’Connor has become a successful 
business owner and company director 
with active experience in the grape and 
wine industry and, more broadly, working 
in regional Australia. 

Anita Poddar – was the communications 
manager for GWRDC from 2000–2002. 
Ms Poddar is currently the group public 
relations manager for Constellation Wines 
Australia and previously worked as senior 
public affairs advisor for global mining 
company BHP Billiton.
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“I look forward to the GWRDC continuing 
to drive productivity gains and innovation 

in wine research and development in 
collaboration and co-operation with  

Wine Australia.”

Joe Ludwig, Minister Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry.
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